Fundamentals of Mathematics Syllabus
Mr. Robert S. Messick, “Mr. Messick”

Email: rmessick@mursd.org
Website: mrmessick.weebly.com

Phone: 508-529-2130 x2420

Room:  242
Block: ___
Welcome to Fundamentals of Mathematics for the year 2013-2014!  Below please find a course summary.
Notebook:
All students will be required to maintain a notebook.  Your type of notebook should be a two-inch three-ring binder designed for heavy use; this binder should be filled with notebook and graph paper.  The notebook should contain all of your class notes, classwork, homework, worksheets, and assessments.   There will not be a final exam in this class.
I suggest you add these separate tabs inside your three-ring binder:

· PowerPoint Class Notes

· Classwork
· Assessments
· MCAS/SAT

· Administration
You should obtain a pencil pouch that inserts into your notebook to store your calculator, 6” straightedge, highlighters, and a colored ink marking pen for corrections.  
Topics:



	Patterns, Relationships & Algebra 

	Measurement

	Data Analysis, Probability & Statistics

	Geometry

	Number Sense & Operations


i. MCAS & SAT review will be incorporated throughout the curriculum.

Calculators:
A scientific calculator with trigonometric functions will be required.  This fulfills the same requirement for CPS Geometry.  TI-84 would be advised.
Tools:
REQUIRED:

· Scientific calculator (TAN, SIN, COS, Scientific Notation)

· Straightedge
· Corrections pen, highlighter

· Pencils
Homework:
Homework is assigned after each class and will be due when our next class meets.  LATE HOMEWORK IS NOT ACCEPTED FOR CREDIT.  As a general rule, your homework should be completed within one-half hour to forty-five minutes.  Anyone who is spending more than one-hour on an assignment needs to seek extra help for a better understanding of the material.  

All homework should include copying the original problem from the book and show all work.  IF YOU DO NOT SHOW ALL WORK, CREDIT WILL NOT BE GIVEN.

If you used a calculator, you should show what you inputted into the calculator.  All homework is graded for completion only; however, it comprises 10% of your grade.

Absence:
If you missed a class for any reason (student council, band, sports, class trip, illness, family vacation, etc.), it is your responsibility to make up missed class work and homework.  This work must be presented to me as per the absence policy set forth in your student handbook.  Students with extended absences due to serious illness should consult me as to a schedule for making up missed work; I will consult with a family member or guardian regarding the missed work.

Prior to a school-related absence such as a band trip or student council, I must be notified prior to the scheduled date of the activity.


Missing a few days per school year usually will not adversely affect your overall grade. However, extended absences in a sequential course such as Geometry will adversely affect comprehension of the material and, therefore, your grade.  Within reason, please try to be in class.
Extra Help:
I understand it can be difficult for some students to ask for extra help for a variety of reasons.  I will be available after school as well as during some breaks for anyone who needs additional help.  I am here for your understanding and gladly will make time for you.  

I would encourage you to seek out extra help if you start to experience difficulty.  Although procrastination is a human trait, please do not procrastinate and wait until the day before an exam to ask for help.  At that point it is usually too late.


My scheduled office hours are from 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM on Wednesday. 
Grading:
Grading will be based upon the following weighted average:


  Classwork……………………….. 40%


  Assessments..........…….……… 50%

· Projects & quizzes


  Homework………………..........
  10%

We will be working on a point system in class. 

Homework:

· Each Homework assignment is worth 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 points.
· 0 = Not completed

· 1 = Less than 50% of problems completed
· 2 = 50% completed; all work shown and easily readable.
· 3 = 75% completed, all work shown, and easily readable

· 4 = 100% completed, all work shown, and easily readable.

· To receive full credit for each category, ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN.  Single answers with no work shown will not receive credit.
· Copying homework will result in an automatic zero.

· Homework will be reviewed in class the following day.

Classwork:


· Classwork will be worth 0-15 points depending upon difficulty.

· A few longer classwork assignments will be graded from 5-15 points.

· Most classwork assignments will be graded out of four possible points.

· 0 = Not completed

· 1 = Less than 50% of problems completed

· 2 = 50% completed; all work shown and easily readable.

· 3 = 75% completed, all work shown, and easily readable

· 4 = 100% completed, all work shown, and easily readable.
· To receive full credit, ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN.  Single answers with no work shown will RECEIVE NO CREDIT.

· Copying classwork will result in an automatic zero.

Quizzes:  
· There will be short frequent quizzes throughout the semester.  Some quizzes will be same day and some quizzes may be weekly depending upon complexity of material.
           Special Education:

· All Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or 504s will be reviewed and accommodations followed.  Please see me at the beginning of the school year or send me an email to discuss how I may best tailor my teaching methods to meet your specific needs. I encourage all special education students to become strong self-advocates for their learning requirements.
I would encourage all of you to try your best this year for you are the biggest factor in determining your success!  Please try your best academically and behaviorally.  I am here to make Geometry more interesting & challenging for you; I will always be here to help you achieve success.  Good luck to all!
I have read the above.  Please detach, sign, and return to teacher.
_______________________

_________________________
Student’s Signature



Parent’s/Guardian Signature

________________


__________________________
Date




Parent’s/Guardian Daytime Phone (Best # to reach you)
Parent Email address: ______________________________________________  
